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TIME TITLE
9:00AM Arrival and Registration

9:45AM Welcome Address Ayça Donaghy, CEO at The 
LIA

9:50AM Standards, Regulation and What’s Coming Next Peter Newman, Technical 
Director at Thorlux

Emergency lighting is entering a period of significant regulatory and technical change. Updates to core standards, shaping fire safety legislation and 
new technologies are reshaping how systems are designed, specified and maintained. The focus is on the October 2025 update to BS 5266-1, key 
developments within BS EN IEC 60598-2-22, including lithium battery safety, and the growing role of Adaptive Emergency Escape Lighting Systems 
(AEELS). Understanding these changes is essential to maintaining compliance while supporting Net Zero objectives and delivering safe, future-ready 
emergency lighting systems.

10:10AM Emergency Lighting in High-Occupancy and 24/7 Environments
Steve Saville, Project 
Support Manager at 
Clevertronics

Adaptive emergency signage is beginning to appear in more complex buildings, but its purpose, operation and verification are not always well understood. 
This talk explores why adaptive signs are being introduced, the situations where changing escape route information can provide a benefit, and how they 
form part of the wider fire and evacuation strategy. It will then move from principle into practice, explaining how systems are designed, commissioned, tested 
and maintained, while addressing common questions and misconceptions around their use.

10:30AM
Fire Risk Assessing Emergency Lighting: You Have it, or You 
Don’t’

Peter Wilson, Fire Consultant 
at Acorn Fire Safety

Emergency lighting is often designed to meet standards, but assessed against real building risk. Viewing systems through the lens of fire risk assessors 
reveals how escape routes, critical zones and lighting performance are interpreted in practice. The focus is on how assessors evaluate stairwells, primary 
escape routes and specific locations, and how decisions are made around route definition, prioritisation and compliance. Understanding this perspective 
provides insight into how standards are applied, where they are effective, and where further clarity or improvement may be required.
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10:50AM Q&A PANEL

11:00AM NETWORKING BREAK

11:30AM
Emergency Lighting Where Design Is Difficult - Protecting People 
Without Compromising Place

Richard Bolton, Project Sales 
& Lighting Design Engineer 
at Connected Light

Historic and architecturally sensitive buildings can present some of the most challenging environments for emergency lighting. High visitor numbers and 
complex escape routes can make effective emergency lighting critical, while listed fabric, ornate interiors, restricted wiring routes and limited mounting 
positions constrain conventional solutions. This talk explores how designers can reconcile these competing demands, using thoughtful design, product 
selection and coordination to achieve effective emergency lighting while respecting the character and significance of the space.

11:50AM
Getting It Right First Time: Bridging the Gap Between Design and 
Commissioning

Victoria Sadler, Associate at 
CPW

Achieving full compliance in emergency lighting begins at design, not at commissioning. Decisions made early in a project directly influence installation 
quality, system performance and the need for costly remedial work. The focus is on aligning requirements across BS 7671, BS 5266-1 and BS EN 1838, 
while addressing real-world challenges encountered during installation and handover. Attention is given to coordination with other building services, 
ownership of space and priority of systems, ensuring emergency lighting is integrated effectively and performs as intended under emergency conditions.

12:10PM Q&A PANEL

12:30PM NETWORKING LUNCH

13:45PM
The Installation & Verification Phase: Operational Excellence in 
Emergency Lighting

Gary Gundry, Independent 
Electrical Safety Consultant 
at Professional Electrical 
Products and Services Ltd

Emergency lighting does not end at commissioning. Long-term performance, verification and maintenance are essential to ensure systems continue to 
operate reliably when needed. The focus is on how end users and maintenance teams can move beyond basic pass or fail testing towards structured, 
data-driven maintenance strategies, including automated testing, centralised monitoring and integration with modern facilities management systems. Recent 
updates to BS 5266-1 reinforce the need for periodic verification of light levels over the system lifecycle, ensuring that performance is maintained rather 
than assumed. Emphasis is placed on maintaining verified light levels, robust inspection regimes and a clear, defensible compliance trail that aligns system 
performance with legal and regulatory obligations.
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14:10PM Beyond Compliance - Building A Competent Sector for the Future

Jon Vanstone, Chair of 
Industry Competence 
Committee for the BSR 
(Building Safety Regulator)

The lighting industry has a strong tradition of technical excellence. However, like many sectors across the built environment, it is facing growing 
expectations around competence, accountability and public trust. As the regulatory landscape evolves, competence is increasingly viewed as more than 
training or qualifications alone. Focus is shifting towards how individuals demonstrate competence and how organisations then develop, manage and 
evidence it across their workforce, while fostering cultures that support safe, consistent and professional practice.

14:30PM Q&A PANEL

14:50PM NETWORKING BREAK

15:20PM
Emergency Lighting: What Needs to Change? And How Will It 
Affect You?

Alan Daniels, ICEL Management Group Chair and Business 
Development Director, P4 Lighting, Steve Saville, ICEL 
Management Group Vice Chair and Technical and Project 
Support Manager, Clevertronics, Martin Afford, Emergency 
Lighting Technical Committee Vice Chair and Technical 
Manager at ELP, Peter Newman, Emergency Lighting 
Technical Committee Chair and Technical Director at 
Thorlux, and Jack Adams Seceteriat for ICEL Management 
Group and Emergency Lighting Technical Committee and 
Technical and Accreditation Manager at The LIA

Emergency lighting is changing, and the responsibility for getting it right extends far beyond manufacturers and designers. This closing panel brings together 
different industry perspectives to explore what needs to improve, where responsibilities and knowledge can become disconnected, and how ICEL can 
better support everyone involved. From fire risk assessors and building control to social housing, local authorities and facilities management, the discussion 
will consider what better collaboration could look like, what ICEL should prioritise next, and importantly, what these changes could mean for you and your 
organisation.

15:55PM Closing Remarks
Joanna Watchman, MD & 
Strategy Director at Content 
Coms

16:00PM NETWORKING AND REFRESHMENTS


